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Amplified

SONGS

I. Song on the Policeman’s Radio
II. Cities Under Crowns of Snow
II1. Names Called Out Across the Water
IV. Boy on the Bridge
V. Riverbed, Waiting (Interlude)

VI. Visible World

VII. Meanwhile

VIII. Ash and Dirty Rain
IX. Lucidity/Prayer

~ 42 Minutes

INSTRUMENTS
Voice
Polyphonic Analog Synthesizer
Electric Bass Guitar
Electric Guitar
Drum Set

EXAMPLE LAYOUT

p.1
p.24
p.39
p.57
p.99

p.111
p.128
p.129
p.155

Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Flugelhorn in Bb
Violin
Violoncello

PRy

Singer

Monitors

Electronics Rig

Drum set




PERFORMANCE NOTES

Wishbone draws stylistic influence from both western classical music and popular
contemporary genres such as indie, folk, R&B, shoegaze, and dreampop. Amplification for the
singer is required and recommended for the strings and saxophones.

The musicians are accompanied by pre-recorded backing tracks which include synthesizers,
digital textures, distorted artefacts, and additional vocal layers. The cycle should be performed
without a conductor; instead, players should use in-ear monitors top hear the synced click
tracks. Contact the composer to access audio files. Vocally, the cycle desires a controlled but
raw, organic, and expressive tone which reflects the passion and emotion of the text.

The synth part is written for the Behringer Deepmind 12, a programmable polyphonic analog
synthesizer set up with specific presets. To approximate the synth patches, refer to the
following:

SunKeys — Low-pass filtered sine and square-wave key sound with prominent delay.
OpenPad — Loud and distorted saw-wave pad.

WishPad — Delicate sine-wave pad with short attack and an octave-modulated delay.
ResPad — Hollow and resonant pad with a prominent noise oscillator and high-passed delay.
PitchyKeys — Noisy saw-wave keys with modulated and detuned oscillators.

Many passages in the electric guitar part use a combination of fretted and open strings and
should be played in a sustaining, fingerstyle manner. To differentiate these passages from
linear, non-sustaining lines, a phrase marking (slur) is used to indicate sustained phrases.

PROGRAM NOTE

Wishbone sets poems from Richard Siken’s Crush (2005), a collection that came after the
death of his boyfriend to AIDS in the 1990s. Siken’s poetry is visceral and urgent, driven by
fragmented storytelling and extended dreamlike passages.

The nine-song cycle is written in an experimental style that draws influence from folktronica,
dreampop, shoegaze, and Romantic and contemporary classical music. The singer and nine-
piece ensemble perform alongside a distorted pre-tracked electronic soundscape created with
analog synthesizers, guitar pedals, digital effects, vocoders, and vintage hardware emulators.

Wishbone is a place to remember a love. A place for grief and wreckage, a place of quiet,
glowing moments, and a place to be finally reunited. The work confronts the vulnerability of
loving in a world that is chaotic and often cruel, depicting the way love consumes—how it
exhilarates and devastates in equal measure.

In the final poem of Crush, Siken writes:

“I crawled out of the window and ran into the woods.
I had to make up all the words by myself. The way
they taste, the way they sound in the air.

I made this place for you”.



Tell me about the dream, tell me about the dream
where we pull the bodies out of the lake

and dress them in warm clothes again,

warm clothes again, warm clothes again, warm

It’s not like a tree where the roots have to end

We rolled up the carpet so we could dance and the
days were bright red, were bright red,

were bright red, were bright red

Look at the light through the windowpane,
look at the light through the window,

tell me how, tell me how, tell me how

this will ruin us

These bodies, possessed by light
Tell me we’ll never get used to it
II.

I take off my hands and give them to you,
but you don’t want them, so I take them back

Tonight you’re thinking of cities under crowns of
snow, and I stare at you like I'm looking through
a window, counting birds

Tell me you love this,
tell me you're not miserable

Imagine standing in a constant cone of light,
imagine surrender

III.

Waters of the dead, a clear road
Every lover in the form of stars

All night I stretched my arms across him,
oh rivers of blood, the dark woods,
singing with all my skin and bone
please keep him safe, please keep him safe

Let him lay his head on my chest and
we will be just like sailors, swimming in
the sound of it, dashed to pieces

Names of heat and names of light,
names of collisions in the dark

or called out to fill the yard

Your name like a song I sing to myself,
A box I keep or a nest in the tree

I came to tell you we’ll swim
I came to tell you we’ll swim

I came to tell you we'll swim in the water,
we’ll swim like something sparkling
underneath the waves

Our bodies shivering and the
sound of our breathing

and the shore so far away,
saying farewell to flesh

Names of heat and names of light,

names of collisions in the dark

or called out to fill the yard

Your name like a song I sing to myself,
like a coat of mud or a lungful of glass, oh
Please keep him safe, please keep him safe



Iv.

All the cows were falling

out of the sky and landing in the mud

I said my arms are long and your head’s on fire
I said kiss me here and you did

You were so beautiful

In the dream I don'’t tell anyone,
you put your head on my lap

In the dream I don’t tell anyone,
I'm afraid to wake you up

It’s always you, boy on the bridge
It’s always you, boy on the bridge

Your skin was burning,
I gave my hands but my hands were burning too,
my hands were burning too

I went to the river to wait for you,
I kept waiting,
I kept waiting,
I kept waiting

You were lying in the highway,

the sky was red

There were flecks of foam in the
corners of your mouth and the birds
were watching you

Your eyes were closed and

you were listening to the road

And I could hear you breathing,

you were laughing but not making any sound

It was always you, boy on the bridge
It was always you, boy on the bridge

I wanted to fall down right here,

I knew you wouldn't catch me because you're dead
I swallowed crushed ice pretending it

was glass and you’re still dead

You're cutting the room in half,

you're cutting the room in half

You are a fever I'm learning to live with,

to live with

In the dream I don'’t tell anyone,
you put your head on my lap

In the dream I don'’t tell anyone,
I'm afraid to wake you up

It was always you, boy on the bridge
It was always you, boy on the bridge

VL

Sunlight pours across your face,
Your shadow flat on the wall, flat on the wall

The dawn breaking the bones
of your heart like twigs, like twigs

You raised your hand to your face
as if to hide it

The pink fingers gone gold as the light
streamed straight to the bone,
streamed straight to the bone

The light is no mystery,

The light is no mystery

But there’s something,

how strange, there’s something to keep
the light from passing through,

The light from passing through

VII.

Driving, dogs barking,
How you get used to it

Driving, dogs, barking,
How you make the new street your own

The way it’s night for many miles and then it’s not,
The way it’s night for many miles and then it’s not

You're standing in the shower
Holding a bar of soap up to the light

I will keep watch, I will water the yard
I sleep, I dream, I make things up

that I would never say

I say them very quietly,

Oh, I say them very quietly

The trees in the wind, oh, the streetlights on,
and the flash of cigarettes being smoked on the lawn

Just one little kiss before we say goodnight,
It spins like a wheel inside you

It’s green, oh, it’s green
It’s green, oh, oh



VIIL

Close your eyes, a lover stands
too close for you to focus on
Lie under the covers,
pretending to sleep

The lawn drowned,

the sky on fire,

The gold light falling backward through
the glass of every room

And to make a place for it to happen,

I'll give you my heart, is that too much to expect?
That I'd name the stars for you,

that I'd take you there

We've read the back of the book we

know what’s coming

I wanted to hurt you,

but the victory is I couldn't stomach it,
We swallowed him up they said

Oh, it’s beautiful

Somebody is digging your grave right now,
someone’s drawing you a bath to was you clean
Oh, it’s a fairytale story underneath,

sliding down the halls, lightning here and gone

I crawled out of the window and ran into the woods,

I had to make up all the words by myself,
the way they taste the way they sound in the air,

I made this place for you,
I made this place for you,
I made this place for you,
I made this place for you,
I made this place for you

IX.

You're in a car with a beautiful boy,
He won’t tell you he loves you but he does

And you feel like you’ve done something terrible
like robbed a liquor store, or swallowed pills,
or shoveled yourself a grave in the dirt

You're in a car with a beautiful boy
and you’re trying not to tell him you love him and
choke it down

But he reaches out to touch you,

like a prayer for which no words exist,

And you feel your heart taking root in your body,
like you discovered something you don’t have a
name for

(This will ruin us)
(This will ruin us)
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on lyrics "tell me how this will ruin us"
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VII. MEANWHILE
intimate, sweet
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Dri - ving, dogs bar - king, how you get used to it Dri - ving dogs bar - king

V.
how you make the new streets your own___ the way it’s night for ma - ny miles and then it’s not
V.
the way it’s night for ma - ny miles and then it’s not__ You're stan - ding in__ the sho-
tender, unguarded
V.
wer hol - ding a bar_ of soap__ up to__ the light_ I will__keep watch, I will
V.
water____ the yard_____ I  sleep, I dream, I make things up__ that I would ne - ver say, I
V. £
.8) ~—
say them ve-ry qui-et - ly____ oh, I say them ve-ry qui-et-ly___ the trees in the wind, oh, the
V.
street - lights on_ and the flash__ of ci - ga - rettes be - ing just one li - ttle kiss be-
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-fore we say good - night it spins like a wheel in side you It's green oh it’s green it’s
(like humming with slightly open "hoh" vowel)
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transition into making harsh, chaotic sounds with
your instrument that sustain over the final electronic texture
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build intensity and emotion
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